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Taking the time to think to the future will insure that you build a space that works for you 
5, 10, 20 years from now. A few things to think about are family dynamics and how they 
will expand or contract, your neighborhood and comparable property values, needs 
versus wants; wants versus desires. Where to save costs and where extra costs will 
pay off over the long-term. 

Think to the future

To get you started we’ve compiled a few reasons we often hear from our customers:

You want to make your home more comfortable and attractive.
Your family is expanding, and you need more room.
Your home is outdated, and you want to make the style more current.
Your home no longer matches your lifestyle.
Your home is in need of repair.

Common reasons for remodeling

Once you have an idea of your dream space its time to communicate your motivations 
for the project. We suggest writing out a list of reasons for remodeling. A well thought 
out list will help potential contractors understand your needs and will allow them to 
make suggestions and decisions tailored to you. 

www.houzz.com
www.mfmdc.com/projects/ - (a shameless plug)
http://www.countryliving.com/remodeling-renovation/

Resources

This is arguably one of the most important steps in the entire process. In order to find a 
contractor that will help achieve your goals you’ll need to be able to articulate your 
needs and wants. We recommend that you create an inspiration board or book full of 
pictures and ideas that illustrate your dream space. To make your life a little bit easier 
we’ve included a few websites that should get you started in the resources section 
below

VISUALIZING YOUR DREAM SPACE

Taking on a remodeling project can seem like an overwhelming task. There are a 
seemingly endless number of choices to be made from colors, materials, and products, 
all the way to the most important choice of all, the contractor that you hire. We’ve 
created this guide for you, so you can get started on your next remodeling project. 

STEP 1



Like other areas of life, you get what you pay for—a high-quality craftsman and custom 
workmanship will cost more.

Craftsmanship and quality

The age and condition of your home must be considered. Older houses often have 
more structural issues than new homes, which have a significant impact on cost. 

Age of the infrastructure

Your choice in products will determine the cost of the project. There are many different 
levels of product quality as well as price ranges. A great contractor will have sugges-
tions based on your budget and goals.

Product selections

Changing the structure of your home typically will cost more because it requires addi-
tional design and engineering work. Structural changes can include removing walls, 
moving plumbing, etc.

Structural changes

Project cost will vary depending on your location, the size of the room, and what fea-
tures or options you choose. However, square footage alone is not the indicator of cost; 
kitchens and bathrooms may be smaller but require appliances, plumbing and electrical 
features.

Size and scope of your project

At this point you should have a very clear idea of your needs and goals. You will also 
most likely have an idea of your budget for the project. One of the most challenging 
parts of e remodeling project can be determining and staying on budget. A great 
contractor will ask a lot of questions and will let you know whether your budget is 
feasible given all your goals from step 1. We’ve compiled a few common issues that will 
affect the cost of remodeling. 

COST OF REMODELING

STEP 2



You should get along well with the builder.  Chemistry and trust are important.  The 
builder must listen and be sensitive to the owner's concerns. This is where all the work 
you’ve done in steps 1 and 2 will pay off. Explain your project and pay attention to the 
questions and comments that the contractor raises. 

Consider chemistry

You should ask to see projects in various stages of completion.  The exterior and 
interior areas should be orderly and well managed.  This reflects the builder's 
philosophy.  A neat, clean job generates less waste and is safer.

Visit several construction sites

Does the builder offer all the support services a homeowner requires?  For example:  
excellent cost accounting, timely financial reporting procedures and the professional 
and supplier relationships that enable the owner to complete, without excess stress, the 
selection of plumbing fixtures, cabinets, tile, marble and granite, electrical fixtures, door 
hardware, bath accessories, etc.  Does the builder have in-house design capabilities?

Examine support services

Have the builder's previous residential clients been pleased with the quality, cost and 
duration of their projects?

Check references

Has the organization achieved a consistent record of successfully completing homes of 
the scale and complexity you are planning?

Check their record

A very sound argument can be made that this is the most important step of our entire 
guide. Choosing the right contractor for your project makes all the difference. Choose 
the wrong contractor and… well you’ve heard the stories. 

So how do you make the right choose? 

SELECTING A PROFESSIONAL

STEP 3



Before work begins, ask your remodeling contractor what inconveniences may occur 
while the project is under way and plan for them accordingly.Your family is expanding, 
and you need more room.

Be sure your contractor is aware of vacations or special events so that he or she may 
schedule their job site time appropriately.

Consider moving personal property from construction areas and declare all work 
zones off-limits to children and pets.

Be sure your remodeling contractor creates a written change order if your remodeling Be sure your remodeling contractor creates a written change order if your remodeling 
project is modified while work is being done. Both parties should sign the amendment.

Keep a job file, including contract, plans, specifications, invoices, change orders and 
all correspondence with the contractor.

Request a contractor's Affidavit of Final Release be provided to you at the time you 
make final payment and a final waiver of mechanic's lien. This is your assurance that 
you will not be liable for any third-party claims for nonpayment of materials or 
subcontractors.subcontractors.

Communication tips

Most important, keep the lines of communication open between you and the remodeling 
contractor and the work crew. Ask questions. Let them know what your family schedule 
is and whether you have pets confined somewhere. Make sure you have specified how 
— via phone, in-person or via e-mail — and how often you wish to communicate with 
your remodeling contractor about your project.

Communication is key for a remodeling project to be successful. Here are a few tips to 
think about.

WORKING WITH YOUR REMODELING PROFESSIONAL

"Two monologues do not make a dialogue." - Jeff Daly

STEP 4



Take a moment to walk through your project and make a list of necessary adjustments, 
known as a punch list. If you’re unsure about something, ask your contractor if that is 
normal or if he has a suggestion. It’s best that this is brought up during the final stages 
of the project while your contractor is onsite.

Look over the contract again, make sure you have all of your signed permits, receipts, 
change orders, lien waivers, warranties and manufacturers guides to your products.

If new appliances or systems are installed, ask your remodeling contractor if there are If new appliances or systems are installed, ask your remodeling contractor if there are 
any maintenance schedules you should know about.

Understand your contractor’s guarantees of quality and warranties. Oftentimes, 
contractors will provide free repairs up to a certain point—be clear that you know 
exactly what those guarantees cover and the length of time they are covered.

Final steps

Reward a job well done. As you know, reputation and references are the most credible 
marketing assets a contractor can have. Offer to assist by having your space 
photographed, providing a testimonial, or showcasing your home in a remodeled tour.

By now you have survived through noise, dust and living without some conveniences, 
and things are finally starting to look normal again. As your vision finally starts to look 
like a reality and your excitement about your new space reaches a new level, it may be 
easy to forget the final steps of the remodeling process.

COMPLETING A SUCCESSFUL REMODEL

Thank you for reading our guide - We hope it helps you start your 
next remodeling project
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